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Thinking about retirement from the OSHP……..how well do you know your options?   

If you are considering retirement or entering the Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP), you should become familiar with 
some important aspects of the plan you choose prior to selecting a date. 

One of the most important decisions is selecting your plan of payment.  Consider requesting pension estimates on different 
retirement option plans at least 3 months prior to your decision.   

We strongly urge prospective retirants to communicate with a retirement system benefits specialist to 
review such areas as survivor benefits, retirement option plans, purchase of prior or interrupted ser-
vice credits, employment restrictions after retirement, and health care issues.  

      On  November 10th,  the  Ohio  State  Highway Patrol  celebrated  its  85th anniversary  at  the 
Hyatt  Regency  in  downtown  Columbus.   Approximately  550  active  members,  retirees,  and 
guests attended the event.  The event was sponsored by the Patrol, OSHP Retirees Association, 
OSHP Auxiliary, Ohio Troopers Coalition, SHP Federal Credit Union, and OSHP 1/2 Units Associ-
ation.  See additional pictures on Page 6.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

85TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Sergeants’ Training 

During the week of November 12th, several training sessions for sergeants were conducted around the state.  Along with 
sessions on leadership and operational issues, sergeants were given a presentation on retirement preparation.  Below is the 
group of District 2 attendees in Tiffin. 
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Date:  Meeting:  Start Time: 

1/16/2019  
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee                             
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                   
Immediately Following 

2/20/2019  

Administration Committee                     
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee 
Health Care Funding Committee                
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following  
Immediately Following 

2/21/2019  
Audit Committee                                               
Investment Committee                                           
Board Meeting  

9:00 A.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following 

3/20/2019  
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee                             
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                   
Immediately Following 

4/17/2019  

Administration Committee                     
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee 
Health Care Funding Committee                
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following  
Immediately Following 

4/18/2019  
Audit Committee                                               
Investment Committee                                           
Board Meeting  

9:00 A.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following 

5/15/2019  
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee                             
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                   
Immediately Following 

6/19/2019  

Administration Committee                     
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee 
Health Care Funding Committee                
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following  
Immediately Following 

6/20/2019  
Audit Committee                                               
Investment Committee                                           
Board Meeting  

9:00 A.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following 

7/17/2019  
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee                             
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                   
Immediately Following 

8/15/2019  Board Retreat - Day One - Location TBD  9:00 A.M.                                                                                         

8/16/2019  Board Retreat - Day Two - Location TBD  8:30 A.M. 

9/18/2019  
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee                             
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                   
Immediately Following 

10/16/2019  

Administration Committee                     
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee 
Health Care Funding Committee                
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following  
Immediately Following 

10/17/2019  
Audit Committee                                               
Investment Committee                                           
Board Meeting  

9:00 A.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following 

11/20/2019  
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee                             
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                   
Immediately Following 

12/18/2019  

Administration Committee                     
Health, Wellness, & Disability Committee 
Health Care Funding Committee                
Special Funding Committee  

1:00 P.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following  
Immediately Following 

12/19/2019  
Audit Committee                                               
Investment Committee                                           
Board Meeting  

9:00 A.M.                                    
Immediately Following                                                     
Immediately Following 

2019 Committee & Board Meeting Schedule 

All meeting dates and times are subject to revision.  Unless otherwise noted, 
all meetings will be at 1900 Polaris Parkway, Suite 201,  Columbus, Ohio 
43240.   Please refer to www.ohprs.org  for updates. 

Our office will be closed on: 

 December 25th (Christmas Day) 

 January 1st (New Year’s Day) 

 January 21st (Martin Luther King Day) 

 February 18th (Presidents’ Day) 

 

In its seventh year, many retirees took ad-
vantage of the firearms concealed carry qualifi-
cations at the Patrol Academy range.  Qualified 
retired officers can complete the requirements 
of The Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act 
(H.R. 218), enacted in 2004, to carry a con-
cealed weapon under Federal authority.  Under 
the provisions of this Federal resolution, Patrol 
retirees who have separated from the division 
in good standing can qualify with their firearm, 
at their own expense, once every twelve 
months by completing a course of fire that 
meets the same standards as active duty Patrol 
officers.  We appreciate that the Academy is 
offering this service again in 2019. 
 
 

Training and qualification dates for 
2019 have been scheduled: 
 

-Wednesday, January 30, 2019, at 1300 hours 
-Monday, May 6, 2019, at 1300 hours 
-Retiree Luncheon – Friday, June 14, 2019 from 
0800 – 1000 hours 
-Wednesday, August 14, 2019, at 1300 hours 
-Wednesday, November 6, 2019, at 1300 hours 
 

Permits are valid for one calendar year from the 
date of previous qualification, and qualification 
dates are established to maximize the 12-
month cycle.  You must complete a Weapons 
Qualification Record (HP-15C), including your 
weapon information.  This application can be 
obtained from our website.  Applications re-
ceived by the Academy later than 14 days prior 
to the qualification date will be deferred to the 
next qualification date.  Retirees must bring 
their ID card with them to the qualification and 
must supply their own weapon(s) and ammuni-
tion. 

Firearms Concealed Carry Qualification 

http://www.ohprs.org
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First of all, let me begin by saying that I credit the Ohio State Highway Patrol’s Retiree Wellness Program for saving my wife’s life.  

That may seem somewhat overdramatic but that is nonetheless the truth in this instance.  My wife Dianne and I moved from Ohio 

to Cody, Wyoming in July of 2009 immediately after my retirement.  Since then, we’ve travelled back to Ohio several times to take 

advantage of the wellness program. 

In May of 2011, Dianne had her annual mammogram here in Cody, the results of which showed no abnormalities.  In other words, 

the results were negative findings.  Subsequently, in August she travelled back to Columbus for a visit with friends and family and 

while there, she scheduled her wellness physical.  During that examination, the attending physician performed what Dianne 

describes as a “very aggressive” physical examination of her breasts.  This examination was much more thorough than our family 

physician would ever have done.   

During this examination, the physician detected a very small lump in her left breast.  She was instructed to immediately follow up 

with her family physician back in Cody to schedule a biopsy which was performed in October.  The biopsy came back that the lump 

was malignant.  She immediately met with an oncologist and surgeon who subsequently performed a lumpectomy that same 

month.  During the surgery, it was discovered that the cancer had also spread to her lymphatic system.  The lymph nodes in her left 

arm area were subsequently removed during the surgery. 

In November of 2011, she began chemotherapy every two weeks until March of 2012 at which time she began six weeks of 

radiation.  After this regiment, she had a CT scan which showed no sign of cancer elsewhere in her body.  Since then, she has had 

regular visits with her oncologist; every 3 months for the first two years, then every 6 months for two years and then once a year for 

a year.  We are so happy to report that her oncologist told her in October of this year that she was cancer free and there was no 

need for further visits.  He definitely believes that her successful outcome was due in no small part to the early detection and 

treatment of the cancer. 

It is such a blessing to have a retirement system that truly cares for its members.  The wellness program is a benefit that you will not 

find in too many systems and I feel that it is foolish not to take advantage of such a program.  Dianne and I want to thank all of the 

people both past and present that developed and maintains this program.  Without it, I’m not sure my wife would be alive today.  

That’s probably all that needs said. 

In gratitude: Ret. S/Lt. C. Lance Mathess 

 

 

 

                           THE IMPORTANCE OF WELLNESS TESTING: 
    RETIREE TESTIMONIAL  

If you have an HPRS wellness exam story you would like to share, please contact Holly 

Carr at 614.430.3555 or hcarr@ohprs.org.  For information on wellness exams and 

screenings, please call HPRS at 614.431.0781 and ask for Doris Blosser or Renee Young.  
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Approaching age 65 - Medicare Eligibility 

 

What to expect from HPRS when turning 65:   

If you have medical and prescription coverage through 
HPRS, approximately 90-120 days prior to your birthday 
month of turning age 65, you will receive a letter from 
HPRS advising you to enroll in Medicare Part A, if it’s avail-
able to you at no cost.  You 
will also be required to pur-
chase Medicare Part B.  
Please refer to our website 
at www.ohprs.org for more 
information or call our office 
at 614.431.0781.   

WOMEN’S HEALTH AND CANCER RIGHTS ACT 

NOTICE 

Your health care plan, as required by the Women’s Health and 
Cancer Rights Act of 1998, provides benefits for mastectomy-
related services including all stages of reconstruction and sur-
gery to achieve symmetry between the breasts, prostheses, 
and complications resulting from a mastectomy, including 
lymphedema.   

For more information, call Aetna or MMO at the customer 
service number located on your member ID card. 

Why did my monthly pension amount change?  

 Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) - You may have been 
eligible to receive a COLA. 

 Taxes - You may have made adjustments to your taxes.  
Also, federal, state and/or school district tax tables may 
have changed. 

 HPRS Health Care Premiums - Health care premiums 
have changed for 2019.  These are available on our web-
site and on page 2 of this newsletter. 

 Health Care changes made by Retiree - You may have 
added or deleted a dependent, or changed coverage.  
Also, you may have moved to another age group on the 
premium chart.  

 

 

 

- The 32nd Annual Snowbird Reunion will be 
held on February 28 - March 2, 2019 at the 
Marriott Orlando Lake Mary in Lake Mary, Flori-
da.  The reservation deadline is February 1, 
2019.  For reservation information, please visit 
www.ohprs.org and click on “Upcoming Retiree 
Events”. 

HPRS Facts & Figures 

Data as of 12/15/2018 

Number 
Average  Pen-

sion Benefit 

Average 

Age 

Age & Service          

Retirees 
1,245 $45,738 67.1 

Surviving Spouses 

Children 

257       

23 

$18,906

$2,068 

75.9  

22.0 

Disability Retirees 140 $35,495 55.3 

Total 1,665 $40,155 66.9 

 

1099-R FYI 

We are in the process of preparing 
1099s for 2018 and plan to have them 
mailed by the middle of January 2019. 

1099s will also be available on our se-
cure website.  Simply log in and print 
at your convenience! 

Remember to update your address if 
you have moved so your 1099 will be 
mailed to the most current address. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

If you are enrolled in 
HPRS’s Medical Mutual 
of Ohio health care 
plan, you will receive an IRS form 1095-B 
in the mail in early 2019.  This form indi-
cates whether you had qualifying health 
care coverage under the Affordable Care 
Act during 2018.  This form is for your 
records only and does not need to be 
submitted to the IRS when filing taxes.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
HPRS.  
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Capt. Cory Davies, Chair 
Lt. Andre Swinerton, Vice-Chair 

Maj. (ret.) JP Allen 
Maj. (ret.) Darryl Anderson 

Kenneth Boyer 
 

Sgt. Jeremy Mendenhall 
Tpr. Brice Nihiser 

Col. Paul Pride 
Capt. (ret.) Lester Reel 
S/Lt. Matthew Them 

Joseph Thomas 

HPRS Board of Trustees 

1900 Polaris Parkway, Suite 201 

Columbus, OH 43240-4037 

1900 Polaris Parkway, Suite 201 
Columbus,  OH 43240-4037 
 

614-431-0781 (Columbus) 
800-860-2268 (Toll-Free) 
(Press * for a dial-by-name directory) 
 
Email: system@ohprs.org 
Website:  www.ohprs.org 

 

http://www.ohprs.org



